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Hurricane Katrina Aftermath 

 Hurricane Katrina was one of the most catastrophic disasters in American history.  

Hurricane Katrina rapidly intensified after entering the Gulf of Mexico.  The hurricane quickly 

intensified into a category five because the hurricane was in favorable conditions due to 

unusually warm sea waters in the Gulf of Mexico.  Hurricane Katrina made landfall in New 

Orleans, Louisiana on August 29, 2005.  The hurricane left a trail of destruction across the gulf 

coast states.  Hurricane Katrina left about 1 million displaced and killed nearly 2,000 people.  

The hurricane caused at least 125 billion dollars in damages.  However, our government was 

criticized by the country for the way the hurricane was handled and for poor emergency 

preparedness and response.  Therefore, what was the impact of the government’s response to the 

aftermath of Hurricane Katrina? 

 The aftermath of Hurricane Katrina was described as a warzone with corpses lying in the 

streets and looters by an eyewitness named Ihsan Mahdi who lived in New Orleans, Louisiana at 

the time of Hurricane Katrina.  The government and its agencies failed the people on all levels 

with its poor disaster preparedness before, during, and after Hurricane Katrina.  The 

government’s preparedness and response systems failed miserly.  The city of New Orleans was 

not prepared for this type of storm.  The government and the Army Corps of Engineers knew that 

the levee was not going to withstand a major hurricane.  As a matter fact, the government 

agencies were criticized because a year prior to Katrina, the government agencies executed a 
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simulation exercise of a fake hurricane named Pam that had similar strength as it made landfall 

in New Orleans.  Apparently, the government and its supporting agencies failed to learn valuable 

information from this test.  The government’s agencies such as FEMA had little impact because 

the emergency supplies were not enough for everyone.  FEMA also blocked the delivery of much 

needed, life-saving medical supplies that were ordered by major hospitals in New Orleans such 

as Methodist Hospital.  Thus, FEMA was criticized for their poor handling of the situation in 

New Orleans and its surrounding cities.  Despite FEMA’s poor response and support to the 

victims, The Red Cross was still denied access to the Superdome in New Orleans.  The 

Superdome was a designated shelter for those displaced, yet basic necessities such as food and 

water were lacking or took days to arrive.  In fact, this created an uproar because victims, news 

journalists, and even politicians thought that the poor response was racially motivated as this 

area is predominantly African American and poverty stricken.  Additionally, the government was 

under water for the way the housing market was fraught with scams, fraud, and abuse the had a 

high price tag for taxpayers. 

 In conclusion, not only was there a massive loss of life and property, but there was a 

significant loss of trust in our U.S. Government and their ability to adequately provide aid during 

a natural disaster of this magnitude.  If anything positive can come from Hurricane Katrina, it 

would be that our government and its agencies (i.e., FEMA, Red Cross) need to improve their 

emergency preparedness and response systems.  With the impacts of continued global warming, 

natural disasters are increasing in frequency and strength.  As a nation, we need to be prepared.  
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